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Officers and Contact Information

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790 637 r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk
Chairman Mr Ray Noakes 01403 700 521 raynoakes@hotmail.com
Hon. Treasurer Mr Andrew Shelley 01403 822 314 andrew@andrewshelley.fslife.co.uk
Hon. Secretary Mrs Sue Cooper 01798 874 061 post@biowise-biocontrol.co.uk
Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 
Newsletter Mr Rupert Burne 01798 813 513 rburne@cht20.co.uk

REMINDER
Subscriptions for next year are now due. Please send your subscription 
form back to Judy Knight as soon as possible.  The form was attached to last  
month’s  newsletter.  Spare  copies  are  available  from  either  Rupert  Burne  or  Judy 
(contact details above)

December Meetings
December 6th Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane Loxwood, 7.30pm

Hive Products for Christmas
The redoubtable Team Ready (direct from their success at the National Honey Show)

December 16th, Apiary meeting for Varroa Control 11am 
(Please confirm in case date / time needs to be changed)

Meetings
Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood, 7.30pm
Wednesday 3rd January – Beekeeping in the Yucatan – Nick Withers
Wednesday 7th  February –   Bee Disease Recognition – Alan Byham

Apiary meetings
Sunday 21st January  2:00pm
Sunday 11th March      2:00pm

Dates for your Diary
Saturday 3rd March - West Sussex Beekeepers’ Convention. See attached leaflet.
Saturday 14th April – Our own Beginners’ and Improvers’ Course – Please spread the word.

Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

BDI -  BDI is  an insurance scheme that  is  operated by beekeepers for  beekeepers.  When 
renewing your subscription you should read the BDI notes, make sure you understand them and 
keep  your  receipt  safe  when  you  receive  it.  The  minimum  premium  is  included  in  your 
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subscription and covers you for 3 colonies, any extra you need should be added as shown on 
the form. I draw your attention to the rule that in order to be able to claim full compensation you 
must  have  all  colonies  in  your  apiary  covered,  otherwise  you  will  receive  a  reduced 
compensation. As most beekeepers have more hives during the summer than they expect it 
makes  sense  to  over-insure  with  a  sensible  safety  factor,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  small 
premium it is not worth the risk. Don’t forget that nuclei, swarms, artificial swarms and queen 
mating nuc’s are all classed as extra colonies. Apart from underinsuring the other main reason 
for reduced payments is the condition of combs and frames – a good reason to renew them on 
a regular basis. In the last 5 years there have been 490 claims paid out with 406 of them being 
reduced for various reasons, so you have been warned!

Oxalic Acid - We have been notified by BBKA that although technically it is still an offence to 
use organic acids for controlling varroa the VMD will not prosecute beekeepers. There will be 
an  ad  hoc  meeting  on  December  16th at  11.00am,  where  I  hope  to  treat  our  colonies  at 
Dounhurst with oxalic acid. I have never done it before so will need to do some reading first. 
Information sources have been published and there are several on the internet. Please check 
them out yourself as I will be unable to answer questions with any degree of authority. As the 
date might change confirmation of the meeting will be circulated only to those on the e-mail list. I 
have also sent some information on oxalic acid to those on the e-mail list. If you aren’t on e-mail 
but would like to be notified please ask someone who is to tell you. E-mail is the most practical 
way of  quickly  getting information to  members,  and you could miss out  if  you don’t  make 
arrangements to get messages (either directly or by asking someone to pass on the message)

Varroa Control - I have been asked by several members lately to advise on varroa control in 
their colonies. Some are aware of the state of their colonies and have monitored mite drop, and 
know if their bees are pyrethroid resistant or not, but unfortunately many aren’t. It is absolutely 
crucial that you know the situation with the bees and rather unfair to ask advice without giving 
the right information. No longer can we slap a couple of strips in a hive in the autumn knowing it 
will do the trick. The efficacy of all other methods is lower and the beekeeper must know the 
mite levels as they will increase quicker than when we used Apistan and Bayvarol.

I think the National Bee Unit website http://beebase.csl.gov.uk is well worth visiting. Mark it as a 
favourite for future reference, especially for diseases.

Sealing Cells - At a recent meeting I asked if anybody knew how bees (or other insects) knew 
when to seal cells for pupating, and wondered if a pheromone triggered it off. At the National 
Honey Show we heard a brilliant lecture by Kim Flottum, an American bee scientist and Editor 
of “Bee Culture”. I asked him the question and his answer was that it was actually a lack of 
pheromone that did the trick. Eggs and larvae apparently exude a pheromone, but stop when 
they have reached the right stage for sealing.

Meeting Reports 

I am very grateful for reports of meetings that I can include in the newsletter. It keeps those that can’t attend in 
touch with what’s happening - Rupert 

In the first evening meeting of the winter season Joyce Pope spoke on the development of 
flower structures and their relationship with pollinating insects.  That may sound a rather dry 
subject, but with her deep experience from a career at the Natural History Museum, superb 
slides  (her  own  photographs)  and  an  easy  and  enthusiastic  manner,  Joyce  inspired  and 
informed us all from the moment she began to speak.

Taking us from some of the most primitive flower structures, such as Magnolia, to the clever 
insect-trapping techniques of  arums and on to highly complex orchids,  we were shown the 
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fascinating relationship between many sorts of insects and the structure of petalled flowers. 
Particularly fascinating was the explanation of the different way in which insects see the colours 
and relate to the shapes of flowers.

This subject fitted well with this season’s development at Dounhurst of the group taking a wider 
interest in the diversity of plant and insect life on the site.  The talk was a great inspiration, and I 
for one will not look at a flower in the same way again. - Tom Moore

New Shop
BEES AND HIVES would like to thank all those that were able to visit on our open day. Your 
comments and ideas were much appreciated and we hope to have another open day soon. Our 
website is currently in development and accessible on www.beesandhives.co.uk but will not yet 
be found by google. The shop is only open by appointment but please feel free to contact us 
any time on 01903 742615 or by e-mail rosanne@beesandhives.co.uk

Regional Bee Inspector’s Report 

I have received an end of season report from our Regional Bee Inspector, Alan Byham. In my 
attempt to keep this newsletter to four pages, I have highlighted the key messages from the 
report. Please let me know if you’d like me to forward you the whole report - Rupert.

Foulbrood – During 2006 bee inspectors in the South East visited 626 apiaries (2837 colonies 
inspected) and diagnosed 65 cases of EFB and one case of AFB (in north London). In West 
Sussex 75 apiaries were inspected (267 colonies). Seven colonies were found to be infected 
with EFB (four apiaries).  Full  details can be found at  beebase.csl.gov.uk.  We  must not  be 
complacent about foulbrood and if we suspect this in any of our colonies we must get advice at 
once. A research plan has been set up to study EFB. This is funded by Defra and full details are 
available at http://www2.defra.gov.uk/research.

Exotic Pests – Bee Inspectors continue their surveillance programme for exotic pests such as 
small hive beetle and tropilaelaps. We should know what these pests look like (leaflets available 
from  beebase.csl.gov.uk ) and monitor our own hives for these pests that present a severe 
threat to beekeeping in this country.  If  we see anything suspicious we should contact  Alan 
Byham. 

Resistant  Varroa –  Resistance  to  pyrethroids  continues  to  spread  across  the  region  and 
beekeepers should put into place Integrated Varroa Management and check colonies for mite 
levels. We are reminded that if we buy new colonies in the spring we should make sure that we 
inspect them before buying. Although it will mean two visits (one to inspect and one to collect) it 
could save a lot of heartache later.

Honey Survey – Across the region honey crops were lower than average as a result of the 
prolonged dry spell. Based on 45 responses, average yield across the region was 51lbs per 
colony (53lbs  last  year).  Direct  selling price ranged between  £1.80/lb  and £6.00/lb  with  an 
average of £3.54/lb (2005=£2.87/lb).

County News 
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All members should receive their copy of BBKA News through the post this month (if you 
have not received a copy and have paid your subs please ask your Membership Secretary) 
there are several  items of interest  including at  this time of good will  details of  Beekeeping 
Charities Abroad, and at a National level the result of negotiations with the Veterinary Medicines 
Directorate.  You will  be able to  read the importance of  hive cleaning agents and  varroa 
control. Only to-day I received details of an Austrian Product, which ‘activates the purification 
of bee colonies’ and is a ‘natural based product for the conscientious beekeeper’.  As North 
Devon  Beekeepers  had  tested  it  for  over  a  year  and  it  is  now  their  ‘main  treatment  for 
controlling varroa’, I contacted Devon BKA only to be told that this is an illegal statement. Whilst 
it can be used as a hive cleaner, no proper test had been carried out as a varroa control.  It is 
vital  that  we remain to be vigilant about what we put  into our Hives – reading about what 
beekeepers in the past have advocated putting into hives for the benefit of bees makes your 
hair stand on end.

Accompanying this edition of County News should be details of the County Convention, 
which is to be held at Lodge Hill just south of Pulborough on Saturday 3rd March. There are 3 
main lectures, and delegates will have a choice of attending four out of ten ‘workshops’.  It will 
be a good day of beekeeping for just £10, and would make any ideal Christmas Present for any 
beekeeper  at  any level.  The choice of  workshops ensures that  delegates can pursue their 
particular need or interest. We are hearing however, that they are all so good – the choice is 
difficult! It is important that Applications are not delayed to ensure a place.

It remains for us to wish you a happy Christmas, and all you and your bees wish for in 
the coming New Year. 

County Diary – Around the Divisions 
Chichester – contact Chris Burnett on 01243 514642 for details.  
Meetings at Bader Arms, Tangmere at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated. 
Wednesday 17th January 2007 - Social Evening, with all West Sussex Beekeepers invited
  
Littlehampton – contact Mike Vaughan on 01903 723853
Meetings at The NTC Hall, Wick Street, Littlehampton at 7pm
Wednesday 13th December – AGM with Refreshment to follow

Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
Winter Lectures are held at Ferring Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm Full Details from Brian.
Thursday 14th December – Winter Course – Equipment and Forage (2)
Thursday 11th January – Colony Management (3)

National and County Events
Wednesday 21st March – 7.30pm - West Sussex Beekeepers AGM – Pulborough Village Hall
Saturday 28th April - West Sussex Beekeepers Bee Market and Auction at Brinsbury

For Sale or Wanted
For Sale – Up to 14 Colonies of Strong Healthy Sussex Mongrel Bees on Smith Hives with 
Floor, Brood, Queen Excluder, Super, Crown Board and Roof. Healthy, Treated and Fed for 
winter. They can be yours for £110 each.  Contact Michael on 01273 784675 for full details.
For Sale – Immaculate WBC Hive – completed with floor, stand, brood box, lifts and roof. It 
can be yours for £70. Contact Denis on 01403 822433 for full details.
Old Bee crafts (pre 1969) wanted –  for County Archives – details please to John Hunt on 
01903 815655. 
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